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by the grant of democratic institutions    Modern Japan was hardly
out of her teens when her monarch decided to give her a constitu
tion and granted her parliamentary government    Modern educa
tion in Japan was not more than 20 years old when the Japanese,
who did not befo-e know what was liberty of thought and liberty
of speech in the modern sense of these terms, began to enjoy both
Reading the translations from the Japanese papers which are a
regular feature of the daily papers published in English in the coun
try, one sees no difference, so far as the liberty of speech and press
and thought are concerned, between the Japanese press on the one
hand and the English and the American press on the other
Japan is a singular example of a democracy being trained by re
sponsibility and trust It was not a case of first deserve and then
desire It was a case of a father showing his entire confidence in his
child and handing him over the reins before he had proved his fitness
by the standards set up by Western nations No education is so
effective as that afforded by a position of responsibility The wonder
ful development of Japan is due to the wise and tactful management
and guidance of the Japanese people by then* Government Every
kind of help has been ungrudgingly and unreservedly given to
enable the people to develop and cultivate a democratic spirit, to
develop their resources their trade and their industries If Japan had
chosen to proceed by the inductive method, it would have taken her
centuries to achieve what she has gained within fifty years, and in
the meantime there was every likelihood of her being devoured by
sharks always on the look-out for victims Japan has been saved by
the trust placed by her monarch in her people and by the ungrudging
help given by her Government in initiating all measures that were
necessary for her education and development
What Government Has Done
The Government of Japan is in true sense the custodian of the
people and spares no pains in improving the economic and cultural